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A BOOK-STUDY i EXODUS. 

By the Editor. 



I. GENERAL REMARKS. 

1. This study, like its predecessors, does not furnisli material; but directions 
for obtaining material. It is not intended for specialists ; but for those who need 
help in their Bible-study and recognize their need. 

2. The aim of the work which it prescribes is three-fold : (1) The acquisition 
of ?-eai Bible-knowledge ; (2) the cultivation of a historical spirit ; (3) the attain- 
ment of a habit of independent investigation. 

3. It is not supposed that even all the important matters relating to the Book 
of Exodus are here touched upon ; nor, on the other hand, is it expected that 
every man who undertakes the " study" shall do all that is indicated. Men's 
tastes difEer. Some have special liking for geography, or chronology. To others, 
topics in these lines are distasteful. For exhaustive work, all that is here laid 
out, and much more, should be performed ; yet by those who are so disposed, 
some points may be gone over rapidly ; some, indeed, may be omitted entirely. 

4. That which is most needed in Bible-work is, not reading, but thinking. 
Upon a book which introduces so great a number of distinct topics, a large amount 
of reading is impossible. With but a linaited amount of time for one's work, 
reading Eomdus will be found more helpful than reading about Exodus. Still, a 
commentary, if a good one, will be found most helpful. For the English reader 
the " Pulpit "1 commentary, or Lange's,^ is the best. No better guide will be 
found to the works on Exodus, than the article of Francis Brown, D. D., in the 
November Student, describing the principal commentaries which have been 
written on this book. 

II. ORDER OF INDIVIDUAL WORK. 

1. Read the entire book through at one sitting; this will take about two 
hours. It is necessary first to gain a general idea of the book to be studied. Then 
details may be introduced and assigned their proper place. 

2. Read at separate sittings (1) chapters i.-xii.; (2) chapters xiii.-xviii.; (3) 
chapters xix.-xxiv.; (4) chapters xxv.-xxxi.; (5) chapters xxxii.-xl. In these 
readings, observe closely the subject and general thought of each chapter ; note 
particularly the connection of each chapter with that which precedes it and that 
which follows it.3 

3. Take up the book a thirA time, and write on separate slips of paper the 
topic or topics of which each chapter treats ;* study these topics until without 



1 Anson D. P. Randolph & Co., New York. 2 Chas. Scribner's Sons, New York. 

3 Make use of no commentary. Bead thoughtfully; and when a word, or phrase, or verse, 
occurs, the meaninff of which is not clear, indicate the fact by an interrogation point. In a 
later reading, many of these doubtful points will become clear. As opportunity offers, or as the 
particular point under consideration demands, satisfy yourself as to these diiSculties by the aid 
of commentaries. — March L'86] Student. 

4 These chapter-divisions are followed only for the sake of convenience in making references. 
Frequently the first verse or two of a chapter must be counted as belonging to the preceding. 
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hesitation tlie details under each can be recalled ; study also to recall in connec- 
tion with the number of each chapter the topics and contents of that chapter.i 

4. Analyze the book ■? 

a) Decide upon a general subject or heading for the entire book, and then 
divide the book into two or more divisiohs, for each of which there will 
be a distinct heading. 

6) Under each general division, mark out at least two or three subdivis- 
ions ; and then divide these still further into sections. 

5. Index the book : 

a) Go through the book and make a list of all important persons, events, 
and objects referred to: e. g., Pharaoh, Moses, Aaron, Miriam, etc.; 
Plague, Law, Tabernacle, etc.; and arrange them in alphabetical order. 

6) Connect with each name, in the order narrated in the book, the events 
or statements relating directly to it.s 

6. Study now the chronology of the book : 

a) Compare the Revised version* of Exod. xii. 40 with the translation of 
the Septuagint and Samaritan of the same text. 

6) Collect the arguments for and against the opinion that the Israelites so- 
journed in Egypt four hundred and thirty years, considering the force 
of such passages and texts as Exod. vi. 16-20 ; Gen. xv. 13-16 ; Exod. 
XII. 37 ; Gal. m. 17. 

c) Fix the date of the migration of Jacob and his family. 

d) Fix the date of Jacob's death ; of Joseph's death. 

e) Fix the date of Moses' birth. 
/) Fix the date of the exodus. 

g) Determine the number of years covered by the book. 

7. Consider now certain preliminary topics, a knowledge of which is necessary 
for an appreciation and comprehension of the condition of things among Egyp- 
tians and Israelites at the time of the events narrated in the first chapters of the 
book: 

a) The previous history of Israel:^ (1) Sources of this history? (2) Israel's 



1 What the Bible-student desires is Bible-knowledge. The entire Bible is, comparatively, a 
small volume. Why should one not know, most familiarly, the contents of at least the more 
important books ? What a satisfaction there is in being able, in a moment, as it were, to think 
through a whole book.-^iMarch ['86] Student. 

2 Every student should make his own analysis. Although imperfect, it will be of far more 
help to him than the most perfect, if prepared by another person. When the analysis has once 
been made, it should be compared with, and, if necessary, corrected by those which appear in 
commentaries. It is a sheer waste of time to attempt the memorizing of an analysis prepared 
by some other person, unless one is gifted with a remarkable verbal memory.— ilfarch ['86} 
Stttdent. 

3 Considerable judgment must be exercised, in many cases, to determine under what name a 
given event would best be placed. The same event will often have to be assigned to several 
names. It ought, however, to be borne in mind that, in the deciding of these questions, and in 
the writing out of this matter, the student is all the time making himself more familiar with 
Bible-events, Bible-thoughts and Bible-expression. To really master any thing, one must dwell 
upon it a long time, and go back to it many times. If variety can be introduced into the study, 
the work will be all the more interesting; the mastery, all the more rapid.— ^pril ['86] Student. 

4 This represents the Hebrew text. The student is not to be deterred from taking up ques- 
tions of chronology because they are attended with a greater or less amount of uncertainty. 
After all, what is there that is not characterized by uncertainty ? 

sSee commentaries on Genesis x., and xii., last chapters of Genesis, and Exodus i. 1-6; 
article in Smith's Bible Dictionary, Joeeph; Geikie, Hours with the Bible, I., chap. XXIV. 
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origin according to tlie Book of Genesis ? (3) Tiie various ancient Sem- 
itic nations and tlieir relation to eacli otlier ? (4) Tlie divine purpose 
in selecting one nation through which to bless the whole world ? (5) 
Eeasons, from the human stand-point, for the selection of Israel ? (6) 
The number of Jacob's family descending into Egypt V (7) The occa- 
sion and circumstances of the descent V 
6) The previous history of Egypt A (1) The various dates assigned to the 
beginning of Egyptian civilization? (2) The great Egyptian monu- 
ments, pyramids, etc.? (3) The Egyptian historian Manetho? (4) 
Chronology and civiUzation of the " Old Empire " (to B. C. 2100) ? 
(5) Chronology and civiUzation of the "Middle Empire" (B. C. 2100- 
1670), the period of the "Shepherd-Kings"? (6) The chronology and 
civilization of the " New Empire " (B. C. 1670-525) ? (7) The eighteenth 
and nineteenth dynasties ? (8) The Pharaoh of Abraham, of Joseph, of 
the exodus ? 

c) The social and political condition of Egypt. -^ (1) Moral character of the 
people ? (2) Intellectual character ? (3) Different classes of people ? 
(4) Condition of the peasantry ? (6) Form of government ? (6) Laws ? 
(7) Eelative authority of the priests ? (8) Education ? (9) Architecture ? 

d) The religion of the Egyptians:^ {}) Their gods? (2) Monotheism ? (3) 
Their priests? (4) Their belief in an after-life? (5) Their animal- 
worship ? 

e) The land of Ooshen:* (1) Probable situation? (2) Character of the 
country? (3) Its present condition? (4) Seasons of the year? (5) 
Means of subsistence ? (6) Principal towns ? 

8. Consider the important points relating to the history of Israel in Egypt, up 
to the time of the exodus :5 

a) The oppression: (1) Duration of peace and independence after Joseph's 
death? (2) The Pharaoh of the oppression? (3) The tasks to which 
the Israelites were set ? (4) The cities built during this period ? (5) 
Punishments inflicted ? (6) Organization and manner of life of Israel 
during the oppression ? (7) Extent to which the customs of Egypt were 
adopted ? (8) Is there any record of divine communication during this 
period before Moses' time ? 

6) The growth of Israel in Egypt: (1) Original number of those who de- 
scended ? (2) The number that came out ? (3) The various explanations 
of the large rate of increase ? 

1 See Introduction to commentaries on Bxodus, especially The Pulpit Commentary, pp. xxiii- 
xxvii; Fisher's OutWnes of Universal History, pp. 33-43; Brugseh-Bey, History of Egypt, vols. I. 
and II., especially vol. I., pp. 296-312; vol. II., pp. 91-137; Geikie, Hours with the Bible, II., chap. 
II.; Smith's Bible Dictionory, Egypt. 

2 See articles on Egypt in Bible Dictionaries and Cyclopedias; Brugsch-Bey, History of Egypt, 
vol. I., chap. II. ; and other histories of Egypt. 

3 See articles on Egypt in Bible Dictionaries and Cyclopedias; and various histories of Egypt; 
Geikie, vol. II., chap. III. 

4 See article Ooshen in Bible Dictionaries; Geikie, vol. II., chap. I. 

6 These topics are treated of in one form or another in all commentaries ; in articles on Is- 
rael, Egypt, Moses, The Ten Plagues, Passover and Exodus, in Bible Dictionaries and Cyclopedias 
and in monographs on the Exodus and Moses; cf.Birks'Ea'oduso/ Israel (Religious Tract Society, 
London), Gibson's The Mosaic Era (Randolph, N. Y.), Taylor's Mose^, the Lawgiver (Harper's), 
Gelkie's Hours with the Bible, vol. II., chaps. III., IV., V., VI.; Geikie's Old Testament Characters 
(Moses). 
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c) Jkfoses; (1) His birth? (2) His education in Egypt ? (3) His preparation 
in Midian ? (4) His call ? (5) His return to Egypt ? (6) His cliaracter 
and work as gatliered from the Book of Exodus? (7) His position as 
compared with the lawgivers of ancient times ? 

d) The plagues: (1) The preliminary circumstances ? (2) The scene of the 
plagues, and the Pharaoh who was thus afflicted ? (3) The rod turned 
into a serpent ? (4) The jugglers and magicians of the East ? (5) The 
turning of the waters of Egypt into blood,— the significance of this 
plague, the natural basis, the miraculous element ? (6) The significance, 
natural basis, and miraculous element in each of the following plagues ? 
(7) Did the Egyptian priests really perform the miracles apparently 
ascribed to them, and if so, by whose assistance ? (8) The time covered 
by the plagues ? 

e) The Passover: (1) The spring-feast among ancient nations? (2) The 
origin of the passover ? (3) The details ? (4) Why was the lamb or 
kid chosen on the tenth, but not killed until the fourteenth day of the 
month? (5) Significance of its being a male without blemish, and a 
year old? (6) Why roasted and not boiled? (7) Why was every thing 
remaining to be burned the next morning ? (8) The significance of the 
bitter herbs, of the unleavened bread ? (9) The way in which the meal 
was taken? (10) The significance of the blood sprinkled on the door- 
posts and lintels of the houses ? 

/) The last plague: (1) The curse? (2) The exemption of the Israelites? 
(3) The terror of the Egyptians? (4) The consent given to depart? (5) 
The law by which the first-born of man and beast in Israel were to be 
Jehovah's and to be redeemed only by a ransom ? 

g) The flight and the overthrow of Pharaoh: (1) The number of people 
who left Egypt? (2) Difiiculties attending the explanation of this 
number and their means of subsistence on the Sinaitic peninsula ? (3) 
The mixed multitude that went forth with them ? (4) The command 
that they " ask" jewelry from the Egyptians? (5) The assembling of 
the Israelites for departure ? (6) The march to Succoth ? (7) The march 
to Etham and the change of route here introduced ? (8) Pi-hahiroth ? 
(9) Reasons for not marching directly" to Palestine ? (10) The pursuit 
of Pharaoh ? (11) Some of the more recent and more probable theories 
as to the point of crossing? (12) The dividing of the Eed Sea and 
passing through of Israel ? (13) The destruction of Pharaoh's army ? 
9. Take up for special study the Song of Deliverance, Exod. xv., and proceed 
as follows : — 

a) Read the chapter repeatedly, observing closely 

(1) All expressions which are not at first sight clear ; 

(2) The parallelism of the various members, the leading characteristic 
of Hebrew poetry ; 

(3) The logical connection of the divisions of the chapter. 

6) Make an analysis of the chapter which will include all the details. 

c) Classify the parallel members according as they are synonymous, anti- 
thetic or synthetic. 

d) Make a list of all the attributes or actions attributed to Jehovah, e. g., 
(v. 1) Jehovah hath triumphed gloriously. 
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(v. 1) Jehovah hath thrown into the sea the horse and his rider. 

(v. 2) " is my strength and my song. 
" " is become my salvation. 

" " is my God, my father's God. 

(v. 3) " is a man of war. 
e) Make a list of the distinct assertions given in the chapter concerning 

the Egyptians. 
/) Select those figurative expressions which have not by this time become 

clear, and consult commentaries in reference to their interpretation. 
g) Write out a paraphrase of the chapter which shall not contain more 

than two hundred words. 

10. In the case of each of the topicsi here given (1) read carefully the portion 
of the Scripture narrative bearing on it ; (2) prepare a list of questions which will 
bring out the important points ; (3) study the questions with the help of such 
commentaries, Bible dictionaries, cyclopedias, histories and monographs as you 
may be able to consult : 

a) The thirty-eight years' wandering in the wilderness. 
6) The march from the Bed Sea to Sinai. 

c) The miraculous supply of manna. 

d) The various views which identify Mount Serbal, Jebel Musa, and Eas 
Sasafeh as Mount Sinai. 

e) The scene and circumstances of the Sinaitic lawgiving. 
/) The Decalogue. 

g) The Laws in Exod. xxi.-xxiii. 

h) The completion of the Covenant and Moses' ascent into the cloud of 

Sinai. 
i) The Tabernacle, its furniture, and the attire of the priests (Exod. xxv.- 

XXXI.). 

j) The affair of the golden calf ; the intercession ; the restoration of the 

tables and the renewal of the Covenant (Exod. xxxii.-xxxrv.). 
k) The construction and erection of the Tabernacle (Exod. xxxv.-xl.). 

11. With the knowledge of the Book of Exodus thus far gained, consider its 
relation to other books, viz., (1) Genesis, (2) Leviticus, (3) Numbers, (4) Deuteron- 
omy, (5) the Pentateuch as a whole. Let this consideration be four-fold : 

a) A consideration of the historical relation of Exodus to each of these 

books and to the Pentateuch as a whole. 
6) A consideration of its logical connection with each of these books. 

c) A consideration of its characteristics, when compared with these books. 

d) A consideration of the special purpose of the writer and of the Holy 
Spirit in the preparation of this book. 

12. Finally, inquire more or less closely into the literary, form of the Book of 
Exodus. In this work the following points may be taken up : 



1 In attempting' to cover the entire booli in our outline " study," it is necessary to pass over 
thus hastily even the leading topics of the second half of the book. The purpose of the "study," 
however, viz., to indicate, in a most general way, a method of treatment which will result in a 
knowledge of the book as a whole, has been accomplished. What has been omitted by the 
writer, can easily be supplied by the student. Besides the commentaries on these chapters, and 
the articles in various Dictionaries and Cyclopedias, Palmer's The Desert of the Exodus (3 vols., 
Bell & Daldy, London) is recommended. For a careful study of the Tabernacle according to the 
older views, Atwatei's Sacred Tabernacle of the Hebrews {Dodd & Mead, N. T.) may be consulted. 
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a) The theory which would make Exodus the compilation by a later writer 
of two or three distinct historical accounts, with many traces of the 
work of this compiler or redactor : 

(1) Arguments urged in support of this drawn from the different usage 
of words. 

(2) Argument drayyn from different style. 

(3) Argument drawn from the alleged existence of double accounts of 
the same event. 

(4) Argument drawn from the laws given in the book. 

(5) Kelation of this theory concerning the Book of Exodus to that con- 
cerning Genesis and the other books of the Pentateuch. 

(6) The relation existing between these various documents. 

6) The theory which regards the book as characterized by strict unity : 

(a) Arguments in favor of the unity of the book and its Mosaic author- 
ship. 

[b) Answers to the arguments (referred to above) urged against this 
unity and authorship. 

III. PLAN OF CLASS-WORK. 

As has already been stated, it is not supposed that any one person will feel 
inclined to work through, in all its details, such an outline as the above, meager 
and imperfect though it is. Some 'topics or parts of topics may be treated rapidly 
or altogether omitted. Should a class undertake to study the outline, the same 
option may be used. In this case, however, it will be possible 

(1) To consult the tastes of the various members of the class. 

(2) To relieve the class as a whole by assigning various topics to certain 
individuals, by whom the results of their study should be submitted to 
the class. 

Eor a course of twenty class-studies on this book, it is suggested that each of 
the twelve sections into which the study is divided serve as the basis of two 
studies, except those numbered one, four, five and six, for which only one study 
each would be employed. 

It is not to be inferred from this suggestion that there would thus be sufficient 
time in which to do the most thorough and the most satisfactory work. It will 
be possible, however, within this time to do at least two things : 

1) To get a clear and comprehensive working-knowledge of the book as a 
whole, a knowledge absolutely essential for the correct understanding 
and interpretation of any particular chapter in it ; and 

2) To form a habit of broad, comprehensive study, which will be of the 
greatest aid to the student in any effort which he may make to treat 
other books of the Bible in a similar manner. 



